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Tlie  European  war  lias  had  considerable  influence  upon  the  com- 
merce and  industries  of  Sweden.  It  is  impossible  at  present  to  esti- 
mate how  much  damage  has  been  done  to  certain  lines  of  manu- 
factiu'e  on  the  one  hand,  and  how  much  individual  gain  may  have 
been  achieved  by  a  number  of  large  commercial  firms  on  the  other. 
It  may  be  safely  predicted,  however,  that  trade  in  general  has  suf- 
fered^in  Sweden  to  a  far  greater  extent  than  might  generally  be 
expected.  The  suddenness  w^ith  which  hostilities  broke  out  naturally 
paralyzed  some  industries  for  a  time,  while  others  received  a  tem- 
porary impetus,  which  may  or  may  not  last  as  long  as  the  war. 

The  geographical  position  of  Sweden  renders  it  difficult  to  keep 
the  commercial  avenues  that  lead  to  its  shores  free  to  open  and 
unrestricted  traffic.  While  passenger  and  freight  traffic  have  greatly 
increased  between  England  and  France  on  the  one  hand  and  Eussia 
on  the  other  with  Sweden  as  a  transit  country,  yet  what  has  been 
lost  by  the  stoppage  of  regular  and  normal  commerce  between  Sweden 
and  the  countries  of  North  and  South  America  has  more  than  off- 
set any  superficial  advantage  that  may  have  been  gained  for  the 
time  being  with  the  country's  immediate  adjacent  neighbors. 

AVith  unsettled  conditions  prevailing  everywhere  there  is  also  a 
great  reluctancy  on  the  part  of  individual  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers to  grant  information.  The  old  confidence  which  existed 
has,  for  the  time  at  least,  disappeared  and  it  will  take  a  long  time 
for  things  to  return  to  the  normal  state  which  existed  before  the 
present  disturbances  began. 

Principal  Imports  into  Sweden. 

The  official  statistics  of  the  trade  of  Sweden  for  1914  will  not  be 
published  before  May,  1916.  The  statistics  given  in  this  report  for 
1914  are  therefore  only  a  forecast  of  the  customhouse  and  Board  of 
Trade,  and  must  be  accepted  with  reserve,  for  the  reason  that  they 
undoubtedly  will  undergo  many  alterations  before  final  publication 
in  the  official  Government  documents. 

Preliminary  figures  give  the  value  of  the  imports  into  Sweden 
for  1914  at  $206,172,600,  compared  with  $222,979,200  for  1913.    The 
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foll()win<;  table  gives  the  principal  imports  for  the  past  two  years 
with  their  approximate  values: 


Articles. 


Bran 

Coal 

Coffee 

Cotton 

Efigs 

Grain: 

Maize 

Oats 

Rve 

\\  heat 

Hides  and  skins: 

Prepared 

Unprepared 

Unseed 

Machinery  and  tools 
Manures 


1913 


$1,S2S,212 

23,S61.9S4 

11,39.S,764 

6,182,146 

806,464 

1,S35,278 
2,026,162 
2,K71,368 
«,  380, 654 

3.496,145 
4,521,334 
2,510,610 
4,695,440 
3,393,697 


1914 


$l,094,a32 

24,0K2,aS3 

8,989,341 

7,474,190 

415, 756 

1,43.5,088 
2,075,618 
1,582,432 
3, 393, 706 

3,482,581 
4,713,422 
1,987,962 
4,192.538 
3,868,376 


Articles. 


Metals: 

Pig  iron 

Steel  rails 

Oils:  1  at  and  lubricating. 

Oil  cakes 

Pork 

Potatoes 

Rice 

Sewing  and  knitting  ma- 
chines   

Sirup 

Tobacco 

Tallow 

Tubes,  hammered,  rolled, 
or  drawn 

Wool 


1913 

$1,994,646 

1,710,880 

5, 0.53, 002 

5,647,598 

780, 943 

268,037 

464, 302 

349.938 

475, 128 

1,628,488 

803,490 

8.30,223 

4,404,012 

1914 


$1,940,286 

1,581,446 

4,721,  KM 

4, 3fW, 990 

553,3.82 

131,5.87 

464,704 

427, 731 

682,831 

1,393,028 

1,075,726 

851,943 
5,493,378 


During  1914  the  imports  of  coffee  into  Sweden  were  valued  at 
$8,989,841,  or  a  decrease  of  $2,409,423,  as  compared  Avith  1913.  In 
times  of  peace  Sweden  imports  coffee  chiefly  from  Java  and  Brazil. 
The  decrease  for  last  year  is  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  imports 
from  Java  by  Avay  of  the  Netherlands  have  been  greatly  interrupted, 
while  the  same  may  also  be  said  to  a  certain  extent  of  the  coffee  that 
comes  direct  from  Brazil  chieflj^  on  Swedish  vessels.  Considerable 
quantities  of  coffee  have  also  been  imported  from  Central  America 
^y  ^^J  of  Germany.  These  shipments,  owing  to  the  war,  have 
entirely  ceased. 
Imports  of  Cotton  and  Coal. 

The  imports  of  cotton  into  Sweden  during  1914  were  valued  at 
$7,474,190,  or  an  increase  of  $1,292,000  over  1913,  This  increase 
may  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war  con- 
siderable quantities  of  cotton  entered  the  port  of  Goteborg  and  were 
transshipped  to  Germany.  Practicall}'  the  whole  of  Sweden's  needs 
in  this  respect  are  purchased  in  the  United  States.  Kelatively  small 
quantities  of  cotton  come  from  British  India,  Egypt,  and  some  of  the 
German  colonies  in  Africa. 

During  1914  the  amount  of  coal  imported  into  Sw^eden  amounted 
to  $24,082,083,  or  practiciilly  the  same  amount  as  during  the  pre- 
vious year.  Almost  all  the  coal  is  imported  from  Great  Britain,  l.nit 
owing  to  the  export  prohibition  on  this  article  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, Sweden  has  been  forced  to  import  considerable  quantities  from 
Germany  and  the  United  States.  These  latter  imports,  however,  are 
small  as  compared  with  the  large  amounts  imported  from  Cardiff 
and  Newcastle.  During  the  six  months  ended  May.  1915,  125.000  tons 
of  steam  coal  were  purchased  in  the  United  States  by  the  Swedish 
State  railwaj's.  Considerable  quantities  of  Silesian  coal  have  been 
imi)orted  for  the  pur})ose  of  mixing  with  other  coal  and  with  coke. 
The  city  gas  works  of  Stockholm  is  now  using  a  certain  amount  of 
American  coal. 

Receipts  of  Bran  and  Grain. 

Sweden  imports  large  quantities  of  bran  from  Great  Britain  every 
year.  In  1914  the  total  amount  importal  was  valued  at  $l.f)94.032,  or 
about  $200,000  less  than  in  1913.     Tho^'jfiise  for  this  decrease  was 
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undoubtedly  the  war.     This  bran  is  made  chiefly  of  Canadian  and 
Argentine  wheat,  which  is  imported  into  Great  Britain. 

The  total  imports  of  grain — maize,  oats,  rye,  and  wheat — in  1914: 
were  valued  at  $8,486.94:4,  which  were  considerably  less  than  in  1913. 
Perhaps  when  the  official  corrected  statement  is  published  in  1916 
it  may  show  larger  figures  than  those  given  in  the  foregoing  table 
of  imports  for  1914.  While  the  importation  of  grain  has  entirely 
ceased  from  Germany  and  tjie  lines  of  communication  have  been 
considerably  interrupted  with  the  United  States  and  Argentina,  yet 
in  spite  of  the  war  considerable  quantities  of  grain  have  been  im- 
ported from  Russia.  In  fact  Russia  has  always  been  a  great  source 
of  wheat  supply  to  Sweden  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  not  less 
than  $2,328,780  worth  were  imported  from  that  country  in  1913. 
The  value  of  the  wheat  imported  directly  from  the  United  States  may 
be  placed  at  about  $400,000. 
Trade  in  Hides  and  Skins — Machinery  and  Tools. 

The  value  of  prepared  and  unprepared  hides  and  skins  imported 
into  Sweden  during  1914  was  $8,196,003,  or  practically  the  same  as 
the  year  before.  The  effect  of  the  war  upon  this  branch  has  been 
to  increase  the  trade  vfith  Russia.  Sweden  does  a  great  transit  com- 
merce in  these  articles.  Large  quantities  of  hides  and  skins  are 
brought  to  this  country  and  then,  after  passing  through  some  stage 
of  manufacture,  are  reexported  to  foreign  countries. 

The  import  trade  in  machinery  and  tools  amounted  in  1914  to 
$4,192,538,  compared  with  $4,695,440  for  1913.  Sweden  imports 
considerable  machinery  and  tools  from  the  United  States  and  Ger- 
many. During  the  past  year,  however,  the  imports  from  Germany 
have  amounted  practically  to  nothing  while  those  from  the  United 
States  have  suffered  on  account  of  delays  and  other  causes  brought 
about  by  the  war.  While  machine  parts  and  machine  tools,  espe- 
cially agricultural  machinerJ^  is  scarcelj^  contraband  of  war,  yet  the 
delays  and  interference  v>"ith  the  various  trade  routes  have  been  such 
as  to  rob  middlemen  of  all  their  profit.  There  has  also  been  con- 
siderable transit  trade  in  machinery  of  this  nature  from  the  United 
States  through  Sweden  to  Russia. 
The  Export  Trade. 

The  exports  from  Sweden  during  1914  were  valued  at  $198,748,800, 
compared  with  $212,711,600  for  1913.  The  approximate  values  of 
the  principal  articles  of  export  for  the  past  two  years  were  as 
follows : 


Articles. 


Butter 

Calcium  carbide 

Cement 

Eggs 

Fertilizers 

Fish 

Hides  and  skins 

Glass: 

Bottles 

Other  kinds 

Iron  ore 

Iron  and  steel: 

Billets 

Blooms  and  rough 
bars 


Sll,  5-13, 460 
983, 983 
973, 869 
883, 330 
631,186 
3, 797 


1, 


3,768,620 

356, 138 

714,249 

18, 399, 809 

1,021,125 

1, 163, 948 


$10,853,727 
604,200 
918,491 
953,388 
616, 692 
2, 810, 835 


334,200 

402,349 

13,353,981 

718,389 


Articles. 


Iron  and  steel— Contd. 

Ingots 

Pig  iron 

Tubes 

Machinerj',  electrical .... 

MatC-ies.". 

5,805,139  \\  Motors  for  petrol  and  ben- 

iiine 

Oats 

Peat 

Pork 

Potatoes 

Stone 

Wood  tar 


908,658 


1913 


$493, 016 
4,611,735 
1,413,292 
1,226,989 
3,631,103 

2,246,468 

2,153,042 

39, 142 

2, 108, 571 

9,436 

4,183,400 

165, 972 


S493, 051 

4,016,717 

1,491,223 

909, 804 

3, 132, 890 

1,950,833 

967, 752 

48,027 

4,170,288 

4,178 

3,413,621 

227, 968 
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The  Butter  Industry  and  Exports — Eggs. 

The  production  of  ])utter  is  one  of  tlie  principal  industries  of 
Sweden.  It  is  produced  from  cream  which  is  separated  from  milk 
thr(;u<>h  the  most  up-to-date  ai)paratus.  The  jjreat  dairies  are  found 
chiefly  in  the  Provinces  of  Skane  and  Ilalland.  half  the  output 
being  produced  in  these  two  provinces.  Lar*je  quantities  of  butter  are 
also  pr(Kluced  in  ()ster<:^otIand,  Sodermanland,  and  Vastmanland. 

Durino;  l-'l-l  the  exportation  of  butte*'  amounted  to  $10.85;^>.T27,  as 
compared  with  $11,543,400  in  1018,  or  a  decrease  of  $()89,738.  The 
ca^ise  for  this  decrease  is  attrilnited  to  the  European  war.  Great 
Britain  has  always  been  the  ])rincij)al  market  for  Swedish  food  ])rod- 
ncts,  includinir  dairy  pi-oducts,  such  as  butter.  It  has  been  stated  by 
dealers  in  Stockholm  directly  in  touch  with  this  branch  of  the  trade 
that  the  exportation  of  food  products  generally  to  (ireat  Britain  has 
decreased  at  least  55  per  cent.  It  must  be  taken  into  consideration 
when  analyzing  this  situation  that  the  Swedish  (jovernment  has  pro- 
liibited  the  exportation  of  foodstuffs.  Such  being  the  case,  there  is 
considerable  ai^prehension  among  the  people  of  this  country  as  to  the 
future  of  the  butter  exports. 

The  statistics  for  15)14  show  an  increase  in  the  exportation  of  eggs. 
In  normal  times  Great  Britain  takes  00  ])er  cent  of  the  eggs  ]:)roduced 
in  this  countrv.  In  1914  the  total  exj^ortation  amounted  to  $953,388, 
as  compared  with  $883,330  for  1913.  The  fact  that  this  trade  has  held 
its  own  in  spite  of  the  large  decrease  in  the  exports  to  Great  Britain 
is  due  to  increased  sales  to  Norway,  Denmark,  and  Russia. 
Exports  of  Calcium  Carbide — The  Cement  Industry. 

The  statistics  for  1914  show  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  exi)orta- 
tion  of  calcium  carbide.  In  1914  the  export  amounted  to  $004,200,  as 
compared  with  $983,983  in  1913. 

The  manufacture  of  cement  in  Sweden  is,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, a  new  industry.  In  1800  the  iuiports  into  the  country  amounted 
to  practically  nothing.  Later,  however,  the  need  of  cement  became 
ap]iarent,  and  a  number  of  factories  were  started  which  have  been 
successful  owing  to  the  fact  that  there  are  large  deposits  of  raw  ma- 
terial at  hand.  In  addition  to  sui:)plying  the  home  market,  nearly 
$1,(X)0,000  worth  of  cement  finds  its  way  to  foreign  countries.  The 
greater  amounts  go  to  Kussia,  the  South  Sea  Islands,  and  Argentina, 
while  smaller  quantities  go  to  Denmark,  Germany,  and  Asia  Minor. 
The  total  exportation  amounted  in  1914  to  $918,491,  comi)ared  with 
$973,809  for  1913. 

Shipments  of  Fertilizers,  Fish,  and  Hides  and  Skins. 

The  exportation  of  fertilizers  in  1914  amounted  to  $010,092,  as 
com])ared  with  $531,180  in  1913.  Russia  and  Denmark  are  the  chief 
markets. 

The  exportation  of  fish  in  1914  showed  some  increase  as  compared 
with  the  preceding  year.  This  industry  had  been  looked  upon  as 
retrograding,  but  it  would  seem  that  the  war  has  given  some  impetus 
to  the  trade.  It  is  likel}'^  that  the  increase  is  due  to  the  large  pur- 
chases by  Russia.  The  exports  in  1914  amounted  to  $2,810,835,  as 
compared  with  $1,773,797  in  1913. 
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The  exportation  of  hides  and  skins  during  1914  increased  in  value 
by  more  than  $2,000,000.  To  Avhat  extent  Russian  hides  and  skins  are 
induded  in  these  amounts  is  difficult  to  state  until  the  Swedish 
customhouse  statistics  are  available. 

Effect  of  War  on  Iron  Ore  and  Iron  and  Steel  Industries. 

The  iron-ore  industry  in  Sweden  has  suffered  greatly  on  account  of 
the  war.  In  September,  1914,  the  British  Government  placed  iron 
ore  on  the  contraband  list  and  thus  practically  put  an  end  to  the 
exportation  of  ore  to  Germany  by  the  way  of  Eotterdam.  After 
some  weeks  the  British  Government  placed  iron  ore  on  the  condi- 
tional list,  and  while  this  relieved  the  situation  somevrhat  the  ship- 
ments from  Sweden  to  Eotterdam  came  to  an  end.  The  iron  ore 
that  now  reaches  Germany  is  carried  across  the  Baltic  both  in  Swed- 
ish and  German  steamers. 

The  exportation  of  iron  ore  from  Sweden  during  1914  decreased 
m  value  by  more  than  $5,000,000.  This  is  directlj^  due  to  the  war 
and  the  stocks  and  shares  of  the  large  ore  mining  companies  dropped 
on  the  Stockholm  exchange  at  least  50  per  cent. 

The  iron  and  steel  industry  of  any  country  is  usually  a  good  ther- 
mometer of  business  conditions.  While  the  statistics  show  a  slight 
decrease  in  the  exportation  of  billets,  blooms,  rough  bars,  and  pig 
u'on,  yet  on  the  whole  it  is  so  trifling  that  it  may  be  said  that  this 
branch  of  industry,  which  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  Sweden, 
has  suffered  but  little  thus  far  on  account  of  the  war.  It  is  predicted, 
however,  that  a  prolonged  war  would  react  disastrously  upon  the  iron 
and  steel  industry  of  the  country. 

While  the  exportation  of  electrical  machiner}^  shows  a  small  de- 
crease during  1914  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  yet  this 
has  been  more  than  offset  by  a  prosperous  year  at  home. 

The  Manufacture  of  Matches. 

The  exportation  of  matches  to  the  United  States  decreased  but 
slightly  in  value  compared  with  1913.  The  war  has  affected  this 
industry  to  a  slight  extent,  because  some  of  the  necessary  timber 
material  has  been  imported  from  Finland.  This  relates  to  asp  wood, 
of  which  there  are  considerable  quantities  in  northern  Swedenj,  a 
part  of  the  country  that  has  thus  far  been  inaccessible,  owing  to  the 
lack  of  railway  and  water  transportation.  The  Swedish  State  Rail- 
ways, however,  are  making  arrangements  to  overcome  this  by  a  re- 
duction of  freight  rates  on  existing  railways  and  by  laying  down 
of  short  trunk  lines  into  some  of  the  heavily  wooded  districts. 

The  manufacture  of  matches  forms  one  of  the  most  important 
industries  in  Sweden.  The  total  number  of  factories  at  present  is 
about  20,  and  about  7,000  laborers  are  employed.  Swedish  matches 
are  exported  to  every  country  in  the  world.  East  India  taking  the 
largest  quantities.  After  India  comes  Great  Britain  and  Africa. 
The  total  vearly  value  of  the  production  of  matches  in  Sweden  is 
about  $4,000,000,  of  which  at  least  $3,000,000  worth  is  exported.  The 
most  important  factories  are  located  in  the  town  of  Jonkoping. 
Motors  for  Petrol  and  Benzine — Exports  of  Stone. 

The  trade  in  motors  for  petrol  and  benzina  during  last  year  was 
somewhat  less  than  in  1913.     The  decrease  in  the  turnover  is  esti- 
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mated  at  about  $300,000.  This  loss  may  also  be  attributed  directly 
to  the  influence  of  the  war.  Many  orders  placed  in  foreijni  countries 
for  motors,  especially  those  intended  for  reexportation,  have  been 
lield  up  by  belligerent  countries.  Shipments  have  been  st<)])pe<l  in 
transit,  and  it  is  likely  that  many  of  them  will  be  withheld  until  the 
end  of  the  war.  Only  such  motors  as  are  intended  for  use  in  Sweden 
may  be  imported  at  present. 

In  1014  Sweden  exported  $3,413,()"21  worth  of  stone  to  foreign 
countries,  or  $7()1),779  less  than  in  1913.  The  Netherlands  has  always 
been  the  best  market  for  this  product.  The  decrease  in  the  value  of 
the  exports  was  due  to  the  interference  to  commerce  on  account  of 
the  war. 

Shipments  of  Oats,  Pork,  and  Potatoes. 

Sweden  produces  a  good  (pudity  of  oats  which  is  not  only  largely 
used  at  home,  but  also  is  exported  in  considerable  <iuantities  to 
foreign  countries.  The  exportation  of  oats  during  last  year,  how- 
ever, decreased  in  value  by  at  least  i?l. 000,000,  which  shows  that 
either  less  (puintities  were  planted  in  1913  or  larger  quantities  have 
been  consumed  at  home.  It  is  probable  also  that  the  war  influenced 
this  trade. 

There  was  an  increase  of  nearly  $2,000,000  in  the  value  of  the  ex- 
portation of  ])ork  during  1014.  Normally  (ireit  Britain  takes  nearh' 
half  the  total  of  Sweden's  pork  exi)orts  and  it  is  probable  that  even 
larger  quantities  than  usual  were  i)urchased  during  the  latter  part 
of  1914.  It  is  also  probable  that  the  exports  to  (lenuany  also  in- 
creased. Sweden  also  imports  a  certain  amount  of  pork,  the  esti- 
mated value  of  its  receipts  in  1914  being  $553,000. 

Suiall  trial  shipments  of  potatoes  Avere  made  from  Skane,  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  country,  to  the  United  States  during  the  spring 
of  1914,  but  the  outbreak  of  the  war  put  an  end  to  any  prospective 
business  in  this  respect.  It  is  likely  that  no  more  potatoes  will  be 
exported  to  the  United  States  even  with  the  return  of  normal  condi- 
tions becau.se  Sweden  iuiports  an.nually  $200,000  to  $300,000  worth 
of  potatoes  from  abroad  for  home  consumption. 

Exports  to  United  States. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  wliole  of  Sweden  during 
1914,  according  to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  gen- 
eral at  Stockholm,  the  consulate  at  Goteborg.  and  the  agencies  at 
Malmo  and  Sundsvall  were  valued  at  $13,()14,728,  compared  with 
$12,355,509  for  1913.    The  total  for  each  district  was  as  follows : 


nistrict.s. 

1913 

1914 

Sloi'kholm 

$6,f)3S,354 

4,674.316 

701.S7.i 

340,901 

$5,920,681 

5,641,314 

1,567,640 

Malmo 

485,090 

Total       

12,355,509 

13,614,728 

SWEDEN. 


'     The  consolidated  value  of  exports  from  the  whole  of  Sweden  for 
the  United  States  for  the  past  two  years  follows : 


Articles. 


Ammunition , 

Ball  bearings 

Books , 

Bottles , 

Cardboards 

Casein 

China  and  glassware.-. , 

Cocoa  butter , 

Cream  separators 

Creosote  oil 

Cutlery 

Enameled  ware , 

Etchings 

Ferrosilicon 

Fish: 

Canned 

Dried , 

Salted 

Fusel  oil 

Granite  stones , 

Hides  and  skins , 

Iron: 

Bars  and  bundles. 

Blooms 

Ore 

Pig 

Scrap 

Strips 

Wire  rods 

Lighthouse  apparatus. 
Liquors,  etc.: 

Porter 

Punch 

Whisky 


$321, 

46, 

1, 

4, 

2, 

31, 

8, 

64, 

58, 
215, 
32, 
20, 


085 
333 
2.55 
106 
330 
962 
776 
489 
474 
767 
443 
497 
286 

24,722 

400 

292, 989 


7, 
474, 

955, 
299, 
1,894, 
37, 
40, 
157, 
110, 
55, 

17, 
10, 


$103, T09 
""'46,'98i 


1,453 


25,259 

6,852 

200,284 

938 

51,384 

260, 52-5 

26,433 

71, 692 

8,752 
22, 076 

268, 115 
3,236 
9, 653 

557, 678 

833, 599 

41,574 

1,425,203 

14, 828 

16, 973 

185, 264 
62,075 
12,817 

12,829 
9, 493 
1,269 


Articles. 


Machinery 

Matches.". 

Measuring  tools 

Milk  powder 

Oaks 

Paper: 

Wrapping , 

Printing 

Other. ^ 

Pine  tar 

Potash  and  soda 

Petroleum  stoves 

Pulp: 

Chemical 

Mechanical 

Rubber,  old 

Seeds 

Steel: 

Anvils 

Bars  and  bundles. 

Billets 

Blooms 

Nail  rod 

Tools 

Wire  rods , 

Spirits 

Telephone  stores 

Wood  flour 

Wool 

Woolen  blankets 

Al  .other  articles 


Total. 


1913 


843,948 

493, 474 

4,678 

5,718 


342, 552 
26,694 

206,585 
2,411 
10,  S26 
11, 281 

,634,225 

3,189 

91,787 

1,353 

15, 923 

466, 281 

109 

3,116 

153, 180 

20,274 

359, 658 

13,211 

1,698 


256, 167 


12, 355, 509 


$84, 212 
489, 655 

9,689 
21, 375 

2,334 

353, 810 
34,410 
232, 356 


26, 438 
34, 989 

6,830,142 
5,779 
26,048 
4,021 

3,480 
472, 0S9 
36, 181 

1,181 
232, 203 


202,827 
5,375 
35, 655 
12,652 
1,894 
1,029 
184, 160 


13, 614, 728 


The  exports  to  the  PhilijDpine  Islands  were  valued  at  $18,716,  com- 
pared with  $16,367  for  1913,  and  made  up  principally  during  1914 
of  matches  and  oil  and  marine  engines.  The  exports  to  Hawaii 
amounted  to  $2,581,  compared  with  $4,569  for  1913,  and  to  Porto 
Eico  $4,669,  compared  with  $9,722.  These  totals  were  made  up 
principally  of  matches. 

[Kommersiella  Meddelanden,  Stockholm,  July  15.] 
Ocean  Freights. 

Under  normal  conditions  the  months  of  June  and  July  are  gen- 
erally noted  for  dullness  in  the  freight  market.  Notwithstanding 
the  manifest  scarcity  of  tonnage  for  legitimate  trade  which  has  been 
felt  all  along  in  these  times  of  difliculties  and  critical  conditions  for 
sea  traffic,  it  may  be  said  with  good  I'eason  that  even  this  year  has 
had  its  "  dull  season."  In  the  large  grain-growing  countries  the 
present  time  may  be  considered  as  a  period  of  transition  inasmuch 
as  the  old  stocks  are,  as  a  rule,  rather  exhausted  and  the  demand  for 
tonnage  is,  for  that  reason,  small,  while  the  new  crops  do  not  reach 
the  markets  until  August,  when  there  is  a  large  demand  for  steamers, 
which  reacts  upon  other  craft,  and  the  freights  then  rise  eveiywhere. 
There  is  great  scarcity  of  tonnage  at  present  while  Europe  is  in  great 
need  of  grain,  and  neutral  shipping  suffers  from  various  difficulties, 
so  that  one  must  expect  a  steady  increase  in  freight  rates  for  the  rest 
of  the  year.  Freight  rates  for  grain  from  North  America,  which 
have  declined  about  35  to  40  per  cent  from  the  high  quotations  at  the 
Jieginning  of  the  year,  have  recently  shown  a  new  upward  tendency. 
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The  lowest  quotations  this  year  were  about  $2.25  to  $2.43,  North 
American  to  Swedish  ports,  and  $14.60  to  $15.82  for  pjrain  from 
Argentina,  Avliile  the  jn-esent  rates  are  $2.55  to  $2.G2  and  $1T.G4  to 
$18.25,  respectively.  Eates  for  coal,  Xorth  America  to  Sweden, 
formerly  were  $T.0o  to  $8.52,  but  recently  as  much  as  $9.25  to  $9.73 
had  to  be  paid,  sometimes  even  as  much  as  $10.34. 

Freight  rates  between  the  Baltic  Sea  ports  and  the  Xorth  Sea  ports 
have  been  steadily  iniluenced  by  the  difficulties  and  interruptions 
from  which  our  shii)()wners  have  suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  belliger- 
ents, and  by  the  unwillingness  of  other  Scandinavian  shipowners  to 
send  their  steamers  eastward  of  the  Oeresund.  Freight  rates  to 
British  ports  have  likewise  been  steadily  rising  ever  since  last  spring, 
and  no  change  can  be  expected  in  this  respect.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  coal  rates  have  been  influenced  b}^  the  reduced  number  of  cargoes 
owing  to  a  refusal  to  grant  export  licenses,  as  the  British  authorities 
appear  to  be  unwilling  for  the  present  to  permit  any  considerable 
shipments  of  coal  to  Sweden.  This  lack  of  coal  cargoes  has  resulted 
in  a  more  liberal  supply  of  tonnage  for  the  exportation  of  lumber, 
but  the  steamers  are  obliged  to  return  to  the  Baltic  in  ballast,  which 
again  brings  about  an  increase  of  the  freight  rates.  Nevertheless,  the 
risks  are  still  great,  so  that  owing  to  the  difficulties  of  securing 
bunker  coal,  etc.,  the  shii)OAvners  are  now  withdrawing  their  ships 
from  the  British  trade,  and  this  movement  has  already  reached  con- 
siderable dimensions. 
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